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CITIES CITIES –– development driving forcedevelopment driving force

69,6%  of working population works in 7 largest cities*

~71.5% of the countries GDP is produced in 7 largest cities**

68%  of inhabitants of the country lives in 77 cities and towns*

70,4% of the total number of economically active enterprises are 
based in 77 cities and towns*

*2006 ;**2005
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Polycentric developmentPolycentric development
Territory development index, 
2005*Population density, 2006* Unemployment level, 2006*



Urban developmentUrban development aspectsaspects
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Latvian Latvian National Development plan National Development plan 
2007 2007 –– 20132013 (NDP)(NDP)

• Polycentric development
• Urban –rural co-operation
• Development of Riga as a metropolis of 

Baltic states



Preconditions for successful Preconditions for successful 
implementation of Nimplementation of NDDP:P:
1. Conclusion of administrative territorial 

reform
2. Elaboration of Long-term Sustainable 

Development Strategy (including National 
Spatial Plan)

3. Establishment of effective development 
planning system

4. Urban Policy



AAdministrativedministrative territorial reformterritorial reform

Goal of the reform:
• Economically stronger local governments
• Better public services for inhabitants

Stronger governments have
• Greater financial basis
• Greater political influence
• Professional personnel provides better 

objectives and functions 
• Better infrastructure within local 

governments boundaries leads to a better 
accessibility of public services



Urban PolicyUrban Policy
Policy aim – to promote polycentric 

development
• Urban Policy Guidelines (in the stage of

elaboration)

Time schedule:
» December, 2007 – research, background information, 

experts discussions and elaboration of policy content
» April, 2008 – First draft of Urban policy Guidelines

(elaboration of policy aims, priorities, tasks)
» May - June, 2008 – public discussions, improvement of 

draft Guidelines
» August - December 2008 – institutional concent
(Secretary of State meeting; Cabinet of Ministers)



Content of Urban PolicyContent of Urban Policy

• Urban policy 
territorial 
dimensions:
– internal

development
– regional 

development

• Urban policy topics:
– social and economic 

development 
– urban planning
– urban mobility / transport
– poverty reduction



UrbanUrban PolicyPolicy implementationimplementation

• Instruments:

Integrated development 
strategies 

Urban priority 
(support under 
ERDF)
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Thank You for Attention!Thank You for Attention!

zanda.kalnina@raplm.gov.lvzanda.kalnina@raplm.gov.lv


